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NEWS FROM THE CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 

 
February 14, 2007 
 
GOV. SCHWARZENEGGER ISSUES STATEMENT ON DEATH OF FOLSOM SOLDIER 
 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today released the following statement regarding the death of Sgt. Robert 
B. Thrasher of Folsom, CA: 
 
"Sergeant Thrasher's tireless dedication to preserving freedom will not be forgotten.  Robert's bravery in the 
face of danger is an inspiration to all Californians.  Maria and I extend our deepest condolences to Robert's 
family, friends and fellow soldiers in their time of mourning." 
 
Thrasher, 23, died Feb. 11 as a result of injuries sustained when his unit came in contact with the enemy 
using small arms fire during combat patrol in Baghdad, Iraq.  He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 12th 
Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Bliss, TX. 
 
In honor of Sgt. Thrasher, Capitol flags will be flown at half staff. 
 
 

 
February 14, 2007 
 
GOV. SCHWARZENEGGER ISSUES STATEMENT ON DEATH OF THREE CAMP PENDLETON MARINES 
 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today released the following statement regarding the deaths of Capt. 
Jennifer J. Harris of Swampscott, MA, Sgt. Travis D. Pfister of Richland, WA and Sgt. James R. Tijerina of 
Beasley, TX: 
 
"The noble sacrifices of Captain Harris, Sergeant Pfister and Sergeant Tijerina serve as a reminder of the 
tremendous cost of our freedom.  Maria and I join all Californians in expressing our gratitude for these 
Marines' ultimate acts of selflessness.  We extend our heartfelt condolences to Jennifer's, Travis' and James' 
families and will keep them in our prayers." 
 

 



Harris, 28, Pfister, 27, and Tijerina, 26, died Feb. 7 as a result of injuries sustained when the helicopter they 
were flying in crashed while supporting combat operations in Al Anbar province, Iraq.  They were all was 
assigned to Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 364, Marine Aircraft Group 39, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, I 
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 
 
In honor of Capt. Harris, Sgt. Pfister and Sgt. Tijerina, Capitol flags will be flown at half-staff. 
 
 

 
February 14, 2007 
 
GOV. SCHWARZENEGGER ISSUES STATEMENT ON DEATH OF NEWHALL SOLDIER 
 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today released the following statement regarding the death of Spc. Dennis 
L. Sellen Jr. of Newhall, CA: 
 
"Our nation's soldiers put their lives on the line to protect the freedoms we enjoy every day.  Specialist Sellen's 
loyalty to our nation and commitment to preserving freedom represent true heroism.  Maria and I join all 
Californians in extending our heartfelt sympathies to Dennis's family and friends." 
 
Sellen, 20, died Feb. 11 as a result of non-combat related injuries in Umm Qasr, Iraq.  He was assigned to the 
1st Battalion, 185th Infantry Regiment, Fresno, CA.  
 
In honor of Spc. Sellen, Capitol flags will be flown at half staff. 
 
 

 
February 14, 2007 
 
GOV. SCHWARZENEGGER ISSUES STATEMENT ON DEATH OF SAN DIEGO SOLDIER 
 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today released the following statement regarding the death of Pvt. Clarence 
T. Spencer of San Diego, CA: 
 
"Private Spencer dedicated his life to preserving the liberties of our great nation.  His bravery will forever 
remain an inspiration to all Californians.  Maria and I offer our deepest condolences to Clarence's family, 
friends and fellow soldiers." 
 
Spencer, 24, died Feb. 4 as a result of injuries sustained when his unit came in contact with the enemy using 
small arms fire in Baqubah, Iraq.  He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 
1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, TX. 
 
In honor of Pvt. Spencer, Capitol flags will be flown at half-staff. 
 

 
Note to editors: This News for Veterans and previous CDVA news for veterans, news releases, and advisories are available on 

our website at www.cdva.ca.gov and via e-mail from jaime.arteaga@cdva.ca.gov. 
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